ven in the gge of computer
hacking and elaborate Inter-
net schemes, huge numbers of
identity thefts begin with something
very old-fashioned, the loss or theft
of a wallet or putse, according to the
2010 Identity Fraud Survey Reportby
Javelin Strategy & Research.
To protect yourself, start now
Make photocopies of the front and-
back of every card you keep in your
wallet—your driver’s license, credit
and insurance cards, even video 1ental
memberships and library cards. (Over-
3ue videos and library books taken out
in yous name will resultin fines )
Having copies at home o1 inyour ho-
el 100m safe while traveling will give
rou access to all your accounts, includ-
ng those you may forgetin apanic Plus, the back
of a card usually lists important information,
such as security codes and contact information
‘o 1epottloss or theft.

guick-actionsteps

f your wallet goes missing, here’s what to do:
RImmediately call ail your credit card companies
'0 request an “account number change” Don’t
1sk to “cancel” your account-—-that can hurtyour
sredit score, especially if you have an outstand-
ngbalance. Explain that you want a new nurnber
ssued so that nothing shows up on your credit
eport as “canceled by consumer;” advises Linda
ipley of the Identity Theft Résource Center

8 Change passwords to ensure that your.ac-

| Scam Alert

How to protect youx 1dent1ty when your cards £0 m1ss1ng

' Make

,‘\

With a fraiid alert in'place, creditors |

- ustually by phone ‘before i issuing new | i
-credit in your narme.
W Ask the DMV to ptita “ﬂag” on your ‘
" license file This will make it harder for
- athiefto apply for a new copy of your Ti-.
cense Ttwill help protect you if someone |
runs up traffic violations in your name
You may have to repiace your license
in per: son, proving your 1dentlty W1th a
birth: cer tlﬁcate, passport ot Social Se-"
" curity eard (Whlch you shouldn’t catry
in your Wallet) o 2l
- mNotify your: bank You’]l want 2 new
"AIM or debiticard and a new. check- i |
. ing acco _t 1f yout checkbook

- “wentmissing.

counts can’t be opened by an identity - ®-Check youx crédit his-
thief The best passwords use made- photocopaes - tory about- tWo weeks ldter.”
up words that are amixture of letters, of the front . Visit:AnnualCreditRepoit,
numbers and symbols. Don’t make - o 'com or. “call 1-877-322- 8228 :
passwotds of your mother’s maiden 'a“d back . toll—f: ee for.your frée xeport ‘
name, pet’s name or other identifiers of every card Sl

that can be found online - . youkeep in _

W File a réport with the police in -,_.'yourwa“et_ o

your hometown and the place where”
you'and your wallet parted ways.

Get copies Youw'll need them in later dealmgs
W Request a fraud alert be put on the ciedit™

‘accounts’ that the three major credit buréaus
omamtam about-you. Contact Expeuan at

1-888-397- 3742 (experian ‘com), TransUnion at

1-800-680-7289 (transunion.com), and Equ1_—i

- enough time for thieves toap-: L
ply fox cr edlt but generally notenough for cards |
to be issued, says Foley. ] Recheck your er edatxe—
Tt twé o thr ee months }ater o :

‘Sid Kn'chheamer is the author of Scam: Px oof‘ -

Youx Life, pubh shed byAARP Books/SterImg

fax at 1-800-525-6285 (equifax com) *

.. are supposed to venfy your 1dent1ty, g




